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and betel awaited them. At half-past seven, Jadu Babu presented the bride-elect to her future family. She looked charming in a Parsi shawl and Victoria jacket, decked' out with glittering jewels, and sat down near Amarendra Babu, after saluting him respectfully. He took up some dhdn, durba and chan-dan (paddy, bent grass and sandal-wood paste) and blessed her, presenting her at the same time with a gold cfaw (bracelet). After again saluting him, the timid girl was led back to the inner apartments. Then the guests were taken to a large hall where supper was ready for their delectation. Full justice was done to the repast; and after it was over, they washed their hands in the yard and smoked or chewed betel in perfect bliss until half-past ten. Then Amarendra Babu asked leave to return by the last train, declining hospitality for the night on the plea of previous engagements. While saying " goodbye " he called Jadu Babu aside and thrust Bs, 30 into his hands, to be distributed among the guru (spiritual guide), purohit (family priest), and servants. Two days afterwards, Kumodini Babu and his sou went to Calcutta for the boy's betrothal. He blessed Samarendra, presenting him with a gold mohur (an obsolete coin worth sixteen rupees) besides Es. 50 for the priest and servants of his household. A feast
followed on the same scale as the previous one.
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